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Dear Zontians,

When scientists and politicians tell us to include environmental considerations in our thoughts and actions to a greater degree than in the past we accept this but we find it difficult to comprehend.
Within less than a month nature has twice hit very hard. Although we may never be able to harness nature completely we must make every effort to reduce the risks as far as possible and we must take precautionary action wherever possible.

In this connection it is most appropriate for Zontians to point out to all the world that women have always handed on life from one generation to the next and that there-fore they speak with special authority when they demand more respect and help for life.

On the other hand women and children are frequently hit hardest by catastrophes of nature, and at the same time it is the women – and among them many Zontians – who are at the forefront of helping where and when the need is greatest. We extend our deepest sympathy to all, and especially to our Zontian friends who suffered from the recent hurricane disasters.

We hope and trust that they in all their misery are aware that Zontians all over the world not only felt close to them in their thoughts but expressed those thoughts in many ways.


From 25   November   to   10    December 

ZONTA International is again supporting the “16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence” originated by “Women’s Global Leadership Institute”.
In 2005 the motto of this campaign is “For the Health of Women, For the Health of the World: No More Violence” which fits in well with the objectives of ZONTA International.

For details please refer to the ZI website: www.zonta.org. 

You will find many recommendations that can - and should! – be put into practice in your local club/community.

Local Service in Action – ZONTA Club of Sanibel-Captiva
by Kerry Dixon-Fox, Coordinator Local Service Committee

The ZONTA Club of Sanibel-Captiva is an amazing success story of what a club can do when it applies the mission of ZONTA, strategic planning, and applying the focus of a ZI service project at the local level.  The club has been recognized by local papers, law enforcement, and the United States Department of Health and Human Services as a “role model of citizen activism” for their work in Human Trafficking in Florida.
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From l.t.r.: Nola Theiss, 2004-2006 Anti-Trafficking (A-T.) Team Leader; Darla Letourneau, 2004-2005 President and A-T. Team member; Karen Pati, President 2005-2006 and  A-T. Team member

The Human Trafficking project is a result 

of a strategic plan developed by the club – members realized they wanted to focus their local projects on strongly reflecting the international service projects of ZONTA.  Members of the club went to Convention 2004 to find out more about the upcoming service projects. They networked with other clubs who had undertaken anti-trafficking projects to find out what worked and what did not. They returned to their club and set out to find a partner for their project.
After researching and interviewing various local agencies they partnered with the Florida Coalition Against Human Trafficking. The club provided funds for education and training grants in the community as well as volunteering to serve as speakers to various organizations in the community to raise awareness of the issue.  Florida is the second highest ranking state in the occurrence of human trafficking in the United States.

Club members met with the newly elected county sheriff to discuss the issue with him 

and he admitted to not knowing much about the problem. They helped to educate him and the members of his department. Out of this grew an Anti-trafficking Task Force that has its roots in the local ZONTA club.  The club organizes Task Force meetings, develops educational materials, collects supplies for local victims, and speaks to local community groups. The club also coordinated efforts and sponsored similar activities with other ZONTA clubs in their state.  As a result the club and their efforts have been featured in local and regional media, they have attracted members, and they can be credited with providing the education to a local service provider who realized that a client may be a victim of trafficking.  This led to the arrests of four individuals who were charged with human trafficking. 
You can find out more about the clubs’ activities with anti-trafficking at their website: www.zontasancap.com.  As the club says “Human Trafficking is a crime where victims do not or cannot speak for themselves and their safety and freedom is dependent on individual citizens who spot the signs of human trafficking. With a little information, you may be able to save someone from slavery.”
If you know of a club that is doing a great job of incorporating the focus of the ZONTA International service projects at a local level, please let me know at kdixon@iastate.edu.  We continue to look for clubs that are examples of Local Service in action.  
ZONTIANS in the US: Please note that on Monday, October 24 and Tuesday, October 25, 9 PM (ET) Lifetime Television will be airing two parts of a miniseries “Human Trafficking”. ZONTA International will be named as one of the NGO’s supporting the fight against human trafficking.

YWPA News

by Jane Wilson O’Brien, Coordinator YWPA Committee

Monetary Support:

Please remember that the YWPA program needs your monetary support at the international level in order to meet the program goals. You have to specify YWPA in your international giving, for the money to be allocated to this program.

In the past, clubs have assumed that their general donations cover YWPA and this is not the case at present. This has led to misleading statistics at the International level.
YWPA Questionnaire:

Our YWPA survey can be answered by any club in any part of our world - as we need to know how Zontians in every part of our world think about this program.

We need results and ideas to promote ways for a viable international level of the YWPA program.

Clubs who focus on this program emphasize the fact that a club winner has the opportunity to be an international winner. 

Clubs who focus on this program are astounded at the PR generated because of the international aspect of this program.

Clubs who focus on this program know that all these young women believe that it is only through education that eventually, educated women are those who will want to continue in their future work lives to work “to improve the status of women worldwide”. This will be achieved either through working in public life and policy making areas or through working in volunteer organisations.
Change to Application:

It is suggested that there should be wording in the application that stipulates that international awards must be used either for further education or for volunteer work which, in turn, will help to further the education of the underprivileged of our world.

The 2006 Program:

Material for the 2006 program is available on the ZONTA International website. Please take note of the CHANGE OF DATES for submission of the entries etc. ZONTA International Headquarters MUST RECEIVE district winning entries by the 1st May 2006.

Club Participation:

As we start our program for 2006 - our committee urges every club to think how they can hold this program in their club. It is a program which is possible for even the remotest or the newest club to run. It can be organised involving every member of the club - so that every Zontian can feel that she is part of YWPA.

Districts 6, 8, and 24 have produced excellent programs for clubs, and they would be only too delighted to share ideas with you. Please contact the District YWPA Coordinators in those Districts for information.
Would-be entrants are having difficulty contacting clubs near them. We should remember that these young people communicate using websites and email. PLEASE try to ensure that YOUR club has at the very least, a WORKING email contact. This is a MAJOR issue.

The International YWPA Coordinator is also available to assist you and can be reached at janewo@optusnet.com.au ,or through the International Website.

We have always said that everything we do must be tied in with inviting qualified people to ZONTA membership. We can invite the parents, teachers, mentors of these young women to consider joining ZONTA- as no doubt they would also have the same admirable qualities as these young entrants.

Update of Zonta’s International project in Niger
Zonta’s project “Women on the Move” in Niger is working at improving of the social and economic position of women on the one hand and the prevention, treatment and reduction of HIV/AIDS on the other. The project’s Saving and Loan Groups are working successfully with a micro-credit system. This increases not only their income, but also their self-esteem and status as decision making women.

As you will all know Niger is one of African’s countries that is facing an emergency because of sustainable drought and a grasshopper plague. Rainfall shortage and the locust invasion destroyed the 2004 harvest which resulted in today’s hunger crisis. As more than 80 percent of the population is engaged in agriculture and animal husbandry as their main economic activities, production problems like these have a huge impact.

The good news of September last is that the project’s Saving and Loan Groups are still meeting and the program is continued without interruption. None of the groups has dissolved because of the famine; on the contrary, the existing network of the groups is playing an important role in helping to get food aid to families, in appropriate quantities and as quick as possible. Their active role in helping to distribute and monitor aid in their communities is providing them with a leadership role.

The best way to prevent a further spread of the famine in Niger and to ensure the success of the “Women on the Move” project is to contribute to the ZI Foundation. 

For more information see www.zonta.org   
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