
      
     

District 29 Area 3 Club 0874                         March 2006 
  

  
  
  
  

  

1 

 

TThheessee  wwoorrddss  wweerree  ssppookkeenn  sseeppaarraatteellyy  bbyy  
bbootthh  ooff  tthhee  yyoouunngg  wwoommeenn  rreecciippiieennttss  ooff  
tthhee  AAmmeelliiaa  EEaarrhhaarrtt  AAwwaarrdd  aatt  tthhee  LLoonnddoonn  
II  AAnnnnuuaall  DDiinnnneerr  hheelldd  aatt  tthhee  RRAAFF  CClluubb  
PPiiccccaaddiillllyy  oonn  TThhuurrssddaayy  2233  MMaarrcchh  22000066..  
  

AAnnaa  PPiillaarr  GGaarrcciiaa--SSaaggrraaddoo  rreecceeiivveedd  hheerr  
sseeccoonndd  aawwaarrdd  aanndd  ttoolldd  uuss  hhooww  mmuucchh  sshhee  
vvaalluueedd  iitt  aanndd  hhooww  iitt  hhaadd  cchhaannggeedd  hheerr  
lliiffee..      HHeerr  rreesseeaarrcchh  rreeqquuiirreess  tthhee  ssttoorriinngg  ooff  
llaarrggee  qquuaannttiittiieess  ooff  ddaattaa  aanndd  tthhee  mmoonneeyy  
hhaadd  hheellppeedd  hheerr  bbuuyy  tthhee  eexxppeennssiivvee  
ccoommppuutteerr  eeqquuiippmmeenntt  sshhee  nneeeeddeedd  ttoo  ddoo  
tthhiiss,,  iinn  aaddddiittiioonn  ttoo  bbooookkss  aanndd  ootthheerr  
mmaatteerriiaallss..      IItt  hhaadd  ttaakkeenn  tthhee  pprreessssuurree  ooffff,,  

mmaakkiinngg  hheerr  eevveerryyddaayy  eexxppeennsseess  mmoorree  bbeeaarraabbllee,,  aanndd  aalllloowwiinngg  hheerr  ttoo  ccoonncceennttrraattee  oonn  hheerr  rreesseeaarrcchh..  

FFrroomm  lleefftt::    YYvvoonnnnee  JJoohhnnssoonn--MMuulllliinn,,  PPrreessiiddeenntt  LLoonnddoonn  II,,  KKaattiiee  
BBllaacckkmmoorr,,  AAnnaa  PPiillaarr  GGaarrcciiaa--SSaaggrraaddoo,,  RReeggiinnaa  SSmmiitt,,  GGoovveerrnnoorr  DDiissttrriicctt  2299

  

KKaattiiee  BBllaacckkmmoorr  rreecceeiivveedd  hheerr  ffiirrsstt  aawwaarrdd  aanndd  eecchhooeedd  mmuucchh  ooff  tthhee  ssaammee  sseennttiimmeennttss  aass  AAnnaa..      HHeerr  
wwoorrkk  iiss  ccoonncceennttrraatteedd  oonn  ttrryyiinngg  ttoo  rreedduuccee  nnooiissee  ppoolllluuttiioonn..      TThhee  mmoonneettaarryy  eelleemmeenntt  aaggaaiinn  ppllaayyiinngg  aa  
vveerryy  iimmppoorrttaanntt  rroollee  iinn  ccrreeaattiinngg  aa  bbeetttteerr  qquuaalliittyy  ooff  lliiffee  wwhhiicchh  aalllloowwss  hheerr  eeffffoorrttss  ttoo  bbee  ddeevvootteedd  ttoo  hheerr  
wwoorrkk  rraatthheerr  tthhaann  oonn  hhooww  ttoo  mmeeeett  hheerr  lliivviinngg  eexxppeennsseess..  
  

BBootthh  wwoommeenn  eennjjooyyeedd  mmeeeettiinngg  ZZoonnttiiaannss  aanndd  hhaavviinngg  aann  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ttoo  eexxpprreessss  tthheeiirr  tthhaannkkss  iinn  
ppeerrssoonn..      IItt  wwaass  aallssoo  pplleeaassiinngg  ttoo  nnoottee  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  eeaacchh  wweerree  lluucckkyy  eennoouugghh  ttoo  wwiinn  aa  pprriizzee  iinn  LLoonnddoonn  
II’’ss  ffaannttaassttiicc  rraaffffllee.. 

  
  

LLeetttteerr  ffrroomm  
tthhee  PPrreessiiddeenntt  
 
Catherine 
McEwan 
President London II 
 

Fellow Zontians, 
 
Our next meeting is the all 
important AGM.   A time to 
reflect on the past year and 

prepare our budget for 
the year ahead. 
 
We have a major 
decision to make with 
regard to the New 
Cavendish Club.   
Those of you who 

attended the last meeting will 
already know something about 
it.   Your input is very important 
and I would urge you to arrange 
your diaries to allow you to 
attend. 
 

Ruth and I have been working 
hard to prepare some 
information that will be 
circulated shortly.   This should 
help you to understand why we 
need to consider raising Club 
Dues for next year.   Please 
make the time to read and ask 
any questions as soon as you 
receive it – don’t wait until the 
meeting.   This will allow us to 
concentrate on making a 
decision rather than on providing 
explanations. 
 



The same applies to our Annual 
Accounts.   Ruth will circulate 
these too prior to the meeting.   
Again, ask questions now so that 
this will only take a short vote 
during the actual meeting. 
 

Your vote is vital – be there and 
be counted! 
 

Important – please bring your 
cheque book with you if at all 
possible.   We will be agreeing 
on the amount for next year at 
the meeting.   International Dues 
need to be sent 
to Chicago in 
time to meet the 
deadline. 
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I would 
appreciate it if 
all Committee 
Chairs could 
submit their 
written report to 
me by Friday 7 
April.   If you require time 
during the meeting to discuss 
any aspect then please indicate 
how long you need. 
 

We will also be discussing our 
charities and it has been 
proposed that in future we 
support organizations for longer 
than two years at a time. 
 

Our Club usually donates a sum 
of money each year to the 
ZISVAW Programme.   The ZI 
Boards reviewed the programme 
during 2004, which would 
indicate that it is time for us to 
reconsider our own strategy in 
line with their findings. 
 

We have as yet to decide on a 
fundraising event for this year 
and in light of this we need to 
consider how to raise funds to 
support our chosen charities. 
 

On another issue, I am pleased to 
give you advance warning that 
we have some exciting news to 
reveal at the meeting. 
 

Morag Stalker, Vice Area 
Director, will be joining us, and 
Susan Tanner is making a 
special journey to the UK to be 
with us too.  
 

You may remember that Susan 
Campos attended the February 
meeting.   Susan C has decided 
to transfer to a Zonta Club closer 
to her home in The United 
States.   It is with sadness that 
we let her move on and wish her 
good luck in her new club – our 

loss is ZC 
Concord’s gain. 
 

Susan C has 
retained some links 
with the UK and I 
am sure we shall be 
welcoming her as a 
guest to one of our 
meetings in the not 
too distant future. 
 

Tricia Santogrossi 
who joined us as a temporary 
member for much of last year has 
returned to Texas.   She was so 
pleased with the welcome she 
received from us that she has made 
a donation to the ZI Foundation in 
honour of our hospitality.   Tricia 
has a valuable fund of knowledge 
about Zonta that she 
very kindly shared 
with us during her 
stay.   She also 
accompanied us to 
the District 29 
Conference in 
Meaux.   We 
probably gained as 
much from her as 
she did from us and 
we sincerely thank 
her for her 
generosity. 
 
Our first Area 03 Conference is to 
be held in Dublin during the 
weekend of 7/8 October 2006.   ZC 
Dublin are expending a great deal 
of effort into making it an 
unforgettable event.   This is 
happening as a result of a proposal 
you asked me to put forward at the 

last Presidents’ meeting.   Therefore 
it is only right that we give our full 
support to the weekend by sending 
as many people as possible. 
 

I presume that members who 
usually attend Conventions will 
make the journey but it would also 
be an opportunity for anyone who 
has never been to a multi-club event 
to participate.   I can assure you that 
it is well worth the effort and 
expense.   Flights are very 
reasonable to Dublin if booked in 
advance.   Further details will be 
coming your way soon. 
 
London I’s Annual Amelia Earhart 
Dinner was very well attended.   
Regina Smit, District Governor, 
who had recently visited the Amelia 
Earhart Museum, entertained us 
with anecdotes about Amelia’s life. 
 
Majken Stähl, Governor of District 
21, plus four other Swedish 
Zontians, Ruth, Monica, Agnetha 
and Eva (sorry I didn’t get their last 
names).    

Tricia Santogrossi 

 

Ruth told me about her Club’s 
celebration of Zonta Rose Day, 
which was a splendid affair and a 
great PR event for Zonta.   In reply 
to my question “Can we steal it for 
next year?”, she responded 

immediately with 
“…but of course!”.   
I can’t wait to tell 
you about it at the 
next meeting. 

 

 

There was 
entertainment too 
– a wonderful 
performance by 
Isabel Huszar, 
Sweden’s answer 
to Teresa May.   
Isabel’s playing 
was a splendid end 
to the meal. Yvonne left, with Isabel Huszar 

 

We have many opportunities ahead 
and I am very much looking 
forward to seeing everyone on 12th 
April. 
 

With warmest regards 
 

Catherine 
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JJJooo   SSSwwwiiinnnsssooonnn   MMMPPP,,,   LLLiiibbb---DDDeeemmm   SSShhhaaadddooowww 
SSSeeecccrrreeetttaaarrryyy   ooofff   SSStttaaattteee   fffooorrr   SSScccoootttlllaaannnddd 
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 sea of yellow roses met Jo Swinson MP as she entered the Portman Room  
f the New Cavendish Club on International Women’s Day 8th March 2006. 

o is one of the youngest MPs, if not the youngest, in Parliament and on that special  
ay she was newly appointed as Lib-Dem Shadow Secretary of State for Scotland.    
er previous role as Shadow Secretary for Culture, Media and Sport led her in two 
ays that closely link with Zonta’s own aims – campaigning to get more women, and ethnic minorities, into 
arliament; and, calling for a unified approach by the agencies dealing with domestic violence in the UK. 

he lack of years was made up for by passion and dedication to achieve her goals.   Earlier that day she had:  
ttended meetings at refuges in her constituency – East Dunbartonshire, Scotland; attended a lunch celebrating 
nternational Women’s day; and, joined us to answer a barrage of questions on issues ranging from “What 
egislation do you have in mind to change behaviour in regard to domestic violence?”, to “How should men from 
ther cultures be treated when residing in the UK if they subject women to abuse that is accepted in their own 
ulture?” to “Do you think the media has become stronger than politicians?”. 

ot only did Jo respond adeptly to the questions thrown at her but she also recounted a  
ew ‘abuse’ that she had discovered at one of the refuges only that day.   Refuges provide 
ndividual accommodation for women and their children within the confines of the one  
uilding - around 12 bedrooms, depending on the property.    

he TV licencing authority has been pursuing women for non-payment of Licence Fees  
or each of their bedrooms.   There have been incidents where officers have forced their  
ay in after the staff have gone home for the evening, intimidating the women and  

hreatening them with legal action. 

hese are women who are at the most vulnerable stage in their lives.   This is a  
ritical time for them when they are at their lowest ebb. 

o told us that hotels and care homes pay one  
icence fee for up to 50 bedrooms, but  
efuges are not entitled to the same  
oncessions.   There has been a campaign to 
ave them included in the same category  
ut officers continue to press  
oom occupants for payment. 

ince the meeting, Jo has  
ecured commitment from  

eg Munn, Women and  
quality Minister, that she  
ill ask the Secretary of  
tate for Culture, Media and  
port to look at putting this  
oncession in place. 

ell done Jo – and now we wait for 
a victory for common sense, and a 
positive outcome. 
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On the occasion of its 15th Anniversary we 
would like to invite you to the Czech 
Republic to: 
 

HHHooollliiidddaaayyy   WWWeeeeeekkk   222333   –––   333000   SSSeeepppttteeemmmbbbeeerrr   222000000666
 

highlighting UNESCO heritage.
 

Come with your family and friends to the heart 
of Europe, get to know some of the country with 
the greatest number of cultural treasures in the 
smallest area. 

Jana Blovska, President
HHHiiiggghhhllliiiggghhhtttsss   iinnncccllluuudddeee:::   i
Gala dinner, sightseeing tour of Prague, 
Prague Castle Hradcany, trip to Litomysl 
and Zelena Hora, all day trip to Kutna Hora, 
Vltava river cruise. 
 
All this for only CZK 10,000 (Approx. €350 at 
current rate of exchange) which includes six 
meals, guided tours, entrance fees, a 
concert/opera ticket, two all day trips and a 
gala dinner.  Excludes accommodation. 

CCClllooosssiiinnnggg   DDDaaattteee:::      222000   MMMaaayyy   222000000666 
Contact the Editor for further information 

 

 

            
            
   

IIInnnvvviiitttaaatttiiiooonnn   
 

Join us in Melbourne, 
Australia for the 2006 
Zonta International 

Convention 
June 23rd – 29th 

 

Naomi Arnold – Convention Chairman 

HHHaaammmbbbuuurrrggg   CCCeeellleeebbbrrraaattteeesss   
Weekend 12-14 May 2006 
We invite you to join us 

75 Years Zonta Club Hamburg 
75 Years Zonta in Germany 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highlights include: 
Friday 

Reception at Hamburg’s City Hall 
Sunset Cruise on Alster Lake (€70) 

Saturday 
Choice of 4 excursions (€16) 
Banquet at the Festive Hall of  

the Hotel Lindtner (€98) 
Sunday 

Guided tour “Quarter of Stairs” (€10) 
Contact the Editor for further information 
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mailto:zontalondonII@hotmail.com


 
 

Dates for your Diary
Date London II Programme District, International and Other Events 
Year 2006 
12 April AGM 

Annual Dues Deadline to Treasurer 
 

10 May Poetry Evening 
Bring a poem to read out 

 

12-14 May  Zonta Club Hamburg 
75th Anniversary Weekend 

14 Jun My Biography 
Catherine McEwan 

 

23-29 June  ZI Convention 
Melbourne, Australia 

12 July Marion Seneschal 
Three Rivers Manager, CAB 

 

August Summer Party 
TBC 

 

13 September TBA  
23-30 September  Zonta Club Praha Bohemia 

15th Anniversary Holiday Week 
7-8 October  Area 03 Conference 

Dublin 
11 October TBA  
8 November TBA  
25 November – 
10 December 

 Zonta Action 
16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence 

December Christmas Party 
TBC 

 

London II Venue:  All meetings, except where shown, are held in the New Cavendish Club, 44 Great Cumberland Place, London, W1H 
7BS, 020 7723 0391, starting 6.30 pm for 7.00 pm, dinner is served at 7.45 pm.   Cost £23. 
A point to remember:  if you say you are coming to the meeting and you have to cancel you have to pay for your dinner.   We are obligated 
to the New Cavendish to pay after we finalise numbers on Monday. 
 

 
 

Editor:  Catherine McEwan
zontalondonII@hotmail.comVisit our Website at: www.zontadistrict29.org
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